Interpreter Participant #:__
Circle one: Pre-training
   OR
Post-training
SSRFC Interpreter Training Project
Interpreter Competency Test
Thank you for participating in this project.  Your answers will be used to measure the effect of a training program on interpreters’ knowledge of interpreting skills.  

Please circle your answer to the following questions:

1. What is the most important part about where you (as an Interpreter) position yourself in the room during a medical encounter?

a. Everyone (the patient, doctor and I) should be able to see each other.

b. I am physically comfortable and will not need to move during the encounter.

c. Where I position myself should encourage the patient and doctor to look and speak directly to each other.

d. I should not be visible to the patient or the doctor.
2. You are interpreting for a medical student at the Free Clinic and the medical student asks the patient a question which you think is inappropriate.  Your best response is to:

a. Interpret the question for the patient and continue with the encounter.

b. Pause the encounter, ask the medical student to step outside with you and, once outside, scold him/her about asking that question.

c. Change the question to a more appropriate one when speaking with the patient and continue a side conversation with the patient until you have a suitable answer to give to the medical student.

d. Tell the patient in Spanish that “I, the Interpreter, need to clarify the question with the medical student.” Then turn to the medical student and remind them that you must interpret everything that the medical student says, asking if they would still like the interpreter to continue, or if they want to rephrase the question.

3.  You are interpreting for a doctor, who asks the patient “What were you doing when you fell?”  You interpret the question for the patient, and the patient answers with “Estaba corriendo cuando cayó.”  You turn back to the doctor and say:
a. “She was running.”

b. “I was running when I fell.”

c. “She said she had been running when she fell.”

d. “I was running.”

Please write out your answers to the following questions:

4. What is the difference between translation and interpretation?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is “culturebrokering”?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Define the term “culture-bound illness.”  Please give an example.  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mark the number indicating your degree of agreement or disagreement with the following statements.
     Strongly Disagree   Disagree   Neutral     Agree     Strongly Agree

1
2
3
4
5
1. Interpreters are important in medical encounters.

O
O
O
O
O


2. It is okay for a doctor to use a family member or bilingual 

staff member to interpret for an encounter with a patient 
O
O
O
O
O

who speaks a language other than their own.

3. I am confident in my ability to serve as a medical interpreter.
O
O
O
O
O

4. If a medical student is somewhat proficient in Spanish, and is 

assigned a Spanish-speaking patient, he or she may conduct
 O
O
O
O
O

the patient interview without an interpreter present.

5. I am confident in my ability to adhere to the National 

O
O
O
O
O

Standards for Interpreting in Healthcare.
6. I am currently planning to work toward getting certified as a 
O
O
O
O
O

Medical Interpreter.
(Only after the training session, please answer the following:) 

Do you have any comments or feedback about the training program?
